CHAPTER    VII
POLICY
OF  THE  CIVIL  ADMINISTRATION
BEFORE the publication of the Anglo-French Declaration
November yth, 19 iS,1 those in authority in Mesopotamia
apparently assumed cthat the policy envisaged by the British
and the French Governments in the Middle East was one in
which the principles and methods followed by Lord Cromer in
Egypt would, with suitable modifications, find acceptance
both on the spot and at home'.2
General Maude's Proclamation, the Prime Minister's De-
claration of January 5th, 1918, concerning non-annexation of
Turkish territory8 and President Wilson's fourteen Points,4
which had been accepted both by the Allied and the Central
Powers as the basis of Peace,6 had been regarded by those in
charge in 'Iraq as merely introducing disturbing elements
into the situation.6 These utterances were held to be incon-
sistent with the traditional aims of British policy in the Middle
East and with confidential information received concerning
the Secret Agreements. They were therefore disregarded.
1 Released   simultaneously  in   London,   Pans,   Washington   and   Cairo,
November 7th, 1918.  The Declaration when published in Baghdad bore the
date of November 8th, 1918. For text, see Appendix IV.
2 Thus wrote the Acting High Commissioner 12 years later; Wilson, Sir A. T.,
Mesopotamia, 1917-1920, p. no.
3  The Times, January 7th, 1918.
4 Made in an address to U.S. Congress, January 8th, 1918   Text. Bnt. and
For. St. Papers, m (1918), 950 rl; App. 3,
5 November 5,1918. See H P.C P., Vol. vi, p. 24, Turkey and Austria, who
had signed their Armistices previously, were not legally bound by the agree-
ment of November 5, but the Allies had propagandized the subject peoples of
the two Empires on the basis of the Points and could not repudiate them entirely.
Ibid,, p. 34, also Wright, Quiricy, A.P.S.R., November, 1926, p, 744.
6 President Wilson's 14 Points were withheld from publication in 'Iraq by
the authorities until October nth, 1918: Review C. Admn., 1914-1920, p. 126.
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